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subjects.3 The theatrical parts are of course the
monarchy and the House of Lords. Monarchial
government, as such, is strong government for
two reasons. In the first place, it is intelligible
government, for however complex in administra-
tion and ceremonial, it is essentially simple. " The
action of a single will, the fiat of a single mind, are
easy ideas,53 but " the nature of a constitution, the
action of an assembly, the play of parties " are
complex and difficult facts.3 Democracy might
have been comprehensible to the Athenian citizens,
who were really an aristocratic few, but it could
scarcely have been so to their slaves, who constituted
the bulk of the population. A great modern
nation must provide adequate and understandable
government for both classes, and therefore a
constitution like the English, which superimposes
the clarity and poetry of monarchy upon the more
opaque benefits of democracy, presents an ideal
combination. Again, monarchy acquires a peculiar
sanctity in the eyes of men. No one regards the
House of Commons or the prime minister as sacred,
but the king, who owes his position not to human
choice but to ancient right, seems hedged with a
strange divinity. And oddly enough, the king of
England, as he has lost real power, has gained
enormously in his influence over the imaginations
of men, both ignorant and educated, and the
holiness which attaches to his person has come to
inhere also in the laws and institutions of his
government. The English monarch is valuable in
other ways. He is the head of English society. He
symbolizes morality. He is a disguise or screen,
behind which the real rulers of the nation can